
 

“As the Crow Flies”, Vol. I, #15 
-Blogposts by Patrick Walsh, BBE Superintendent 

 

Good Afternoon, BBE! Hasn’t this week been such a 
blessing? The weather has been September-like. It 
looks like we get to enjoy it until the “ November Rain ” 
comes in on Monday. Hopefully, this week outside will 
help us tamp down a recent uptick in the virus around 
here. The purpose of these letters is to provide you with 
updates on our learning plans for the next few weeks. I 
am reminded of how difficult this must be for all of 
you, as well. Our objective remains the same; to 
continue with our in-school hybrid model as long as we 
are able.  

 
The more we can avoid any breakouts, the better chance of us remaining with daily attendance. 
During today’s Governor call to Superintendents, we heard several ideas about escalating cases, 
hospitalizations in many areas of our State, even very close to us. He indicated that any new 
plans we make must be in place by November 30, so again, the month of December is looking 
shakier from a COVID perspective. Case numbers in our area have doubled--although not so 
much in the BBE school district. As I write this letter, we have one staff member out with 
COVID, and several students and staff still quarantined, or awaiting results.  
 
We are advancing in our building plans and are actually not far away from completion of one of 
our projects -- moving the wrestling to a larger space on the W side of the building in Belgrade. 
This room looks fantastic for our future use, hopefully in the next month. We are definitely 
looking forward to next year. Hopefully, there will be more renderings to share soon!  
 
We are IN the planning process of how we may eventually move to Distance Learning (DL). We 
need to look at doing DL for a long haul situation--as many students in K-12 and college are 
doing so--and how we can find its advantages, too. We have NOT made the decision to go to 
DL for any period this year!  
 

We know that any negative statistics that COVID progresses in our area will cause us to have no 
decision to make. If we do have to go full DL, we will be planning a great education in spite of 
it. There are outcomes in DL that we probably can’t achieve in traditional schooling that we need 
to be mindful of.  

 

 



 
 

 

I am pleased to announce that our plans are to continue with the same model  we have been using 
for the next two weeks and take us through the Thanksgiving break, November 17-25 . Once 
again, great job BBE! Reminder: Monday, 11/9 is a school day; Friday, November 13 there 
is NO SCHOOL and Monday, 11/16 is an E-Learning for all students K-12.  
 
I tried a parent Zoom call last Monday. I ended up in two different session with about 40 people, 
so I am going to try this again on Monday. Join me HERE at 12:30pm on 11/16 for a Parent 
Zoom on how we as parents can help to shape online learning experiences. Passcode: bbesupt  
Many of you had trouble getting in. If so, keep this link somewhere. This is it:  
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6748537372?pwd=L0FWVWkvUWxSVzc1THkvUjI4b0xSZz09 
Meeting ID: 674 853 7372 
Passcode: bbesupt 
 

We want to thank you for your pre-screening that you are 
doing at home. “If you are sick, stay home” is our 
message. When people develop symptoms, eventually 
they are screened for COVID. Always consider the 
potential for contraction. If you do go to new areas and 
new people, use social distancing with these people, 
consider social pods that you will feel safer with, as well 
as masking when and where it is recommended.  
 
Today’s theme is November Rain. Here is a quote from 
the Guns song of 1992. Go Jaguars!  ~Mr. Patrick Walsh, 
BBE Superintendent 
 
 

"Nothin' lasts forever, And we both know hearts can change 

And it's hard to hold a candle, In the cold November rain”, Guns n Roses, 1992 

 
2 


